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OMN Letter September 

 
On the 16th of August St. John’s re-opened for public worship.  In our thousand year history the Church has 
been closed before for periods of time due to plague, political unrest, and even when the building was 
falling down around the ears of parishioners because Elizabeth I refused to pay for repairs during her 
tenure as Lord of the Manor.  Poor Rev’d Chetwynd Stapylton even had to fetch a churchwarden out the 
Manor House to make a third member of his congregation.  Thankfully churchwardens are of a higher 
caliber these days!  So, while St. John’s has lived through such times as these before, they have 
understandably been very hard for us who have not known such difficulties before.  But the rhythm of 
prayer across the parish has continued at home as well as in our ancient church building.  Long may that 
continue! 
 
Covid-19 has made us discover new ways of living out of necessity.  Technology has come to the fore and 
all of us have appreciated the kindness of friends and neighbours.  As some have been able to return to 
Church, others are being cautious and remaining at home.  That is a decision only you can make and there 
is no pressure on anyone to do anything they are not comfortable doing.  Safety is paramount!   Luckily, 
thanks to Sally Josolyne and Harvey Howlett, we have added live streaming to our repertoire.  This has 
been an important milestone because it means St. John’s can gather together again in praise and worship 
wherever we are.  Looking ahead, it will be our priority to negotiate the uncharted waters of the autumn 
and winter ahead.  We don’t know what Covid may do once we’re all stuck indoors again in the wet and 
cold, nor the impact of schools reopening fully again.   
 
As the autumn approaches, we have several things in hand as we move to re-open more fully.  Heritage 
Open Days at St. John begins Friday 11th and runs through Monday 14th.  This year we will have Anne 
Beales with our Traidcraft stall and cold drinks available as we use this opportunity to engage directly with 
some of our many visitors to our churchyard during lockdown.  The new service pattern will begin on 
Wednesday 16th at noon with Holy Communion including the previous Sunday’s readings and sermon, as 
well as the additional service on Sundays at 4:00pm from the 20th.  Harvest will be different this year as we 
will still be booking places and large services are not allowed.  The Kingston Food Bank has asked for 
vouchers and pre-paid supermarket cards to distribute to people needing a helping hand.  In October our 
Annual Parochial Church meeting will be held as we elect representatives to Deanery Synod and PCC.  
Further ahead we have Advent and Christmas to plan for.  These will likely be smaller celebrations given 
the Covid epidemic.  Our carol service this year will be live streamed as the Church will be given over to 
Barry, Marilyn, and the choir so that they can sing and maintain a safe distance from one another.  This 
could be made available to the wider public and be a bit of a fundraising opportunity for those who would 
like to support St. John’s financially.  Our drop in numbers attending church and the lack of plate 
collections as wells as missing out on our normal summer and Christmas fairs have hit us hard.  A sizeable 
shortfall of at least £10,000 is on the cards for this year, and 2021 may see a deficit as well.  So we must 
continue to be creative as we face an uncertain future because we will eventually come out the other side 
of this crisis and, hopefully, be all the better and stronger for it. 

 
 
    
Michael 
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Booking the Service 
  

Ordinarily we would have around a hundred people attending our 9:45am service on 

Sundays, but due to the social distancing restrictions this had been severely limited.  St. 

John's has room for 18 "Bubbles" per service, which means we can accommodate 18 

households (either individuals or families etc.)  When booking, please only use one name 

per household so we will have spaces available for others!  The system isn't 

sophisticated enough to recognise separate households unfortunately.  

 

St. John's is working with the Government's Track and Trace initiative so we will keep a 28 

day record of who is attending which service and ask that anyone who tests positive for 

Covid-19 report it at once to either me or one of the churchwardens.  We want to avoid any 

further closure of lockdown, but our priority is your and the community's safety. 

 

Last Sunday as we held our first service in Church together since March.  We had 33 people 

in attendance.  As you can see it will not be possible to accommodate our entire 

congregation unless there are additional services offered.  I know everyone would prefer to 

be at the 9:45am service, but we will all need to be flexible if this is to work.  From 

September we will add a later service on Sunday and also celebrate Holy Communion on 

Wednesdays at mid-day with the readings and a sermon from the preceding Sunday.  Barry 

has kindly offered to play for both Sunday services.  The alternative would be to work out a 

rota so that everyone could attend only one service a month so that everyone had a chance 

to make their Communion and worship in Church, but I don't think this is what you all really 

want to do and I would like to avoid that if at all possible.  So please use the link below to 

book or catch us online to watch the service at home.   

 

All the best, Michael 

 

Book using the link below! 

https://prayin.io/lyu-syn-nqo 

 

  

https://stjohnsoldmalden.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d0fc454c51d7e9daa986cd29a&id=5c15f13830&e=1f837880ae
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HERITAGE OPEN DAYS 2020 

11th - 14th September 
 

 
It is planned that St. John’s will once again participate in this event in one form or 
another.  Due to Covid 19 rules arrangements may change at the last moment. Hand 
sanatisers will be available and masks must be worn in church with social distancing 
observed.  There will be a one way system through the church with the history 
boards on display in the Coffee Lounge.   
 
Whatever we do we will need members of the congregation to welcome visitors to 
the church.  If you are able to help during any of the times listed below please 
contact Pat Lovegrove (8942 7699) or email: lovegrove276@btinternet.com. 
   
 
The church will be OPEN from the 11th to the 14th September as follows: 
 

Friday 11th          -  11.00 am to 4.00pm  
Saturday 12th     -  10.00 am to 5.00 pm 
Sunday 13th        -    2.00 pm to 5.00 pm 
Monday 14th        -  11.00 am to 4.00 pm 

 
 
The history boards will be on display telling the very interesting story of Old Malden 
and St. John’s over many centuries from Early Iron Age to present time.   The theme 
this year for HOD Open Days is Hidden Nature and there will be opportunity to look 
for hidden nature in church and the churchyard.  
 
 
HOD’s continue to celebrate all aspects of local heritage, with hundreds  of events taking 
place nationally  - all of them free.  Again due to Covid 19 considerations  a lot of events will 
be digital only.  For details about other participating venues, locally or nationally, go to 
www.heritageopendays.org.uk 
 

 
Heritage Open Days is supported by The National Trust and People’s Postcode Lottery. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/
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