
What are we asking you to do?  

 Review your Giving. 

 Please complete and return the Giving 

Response Leaflet. 

We all benefit from our worship services, 

activities for young and old, as well as the 

community we have built here 

together.  Unfortunately, the number of 

people currently supporting St. John’s 

financially is shrinking quickly and we may not 

be able to continue all the things we have 

done in the past unless this changes. This 

means that we ALL have to think seriously 

about our Giving, financially and in our time 

and energy. 

From time-to-time members of the 

congregation leave St. John’s or stop giving. 

Others experience a reduction in income for 

one reason or another; and so are not able to 

give as much. As a result, Giving for 2020 was 

less than previous years, and probably will be 

so again in 2021. We have around 100 regular 

adult worshipers each week. Currently the 

AVERAGE person/family/couple giving per 

week is £10. This compares with a National 

average across the Church of England of £14 

and £18 for the Southwark Diocese.  

Also, most (80%) of the current Giving comes 

from a small number of people, about 15 

people/households. We recognise that not 

everyone is able to give the same, but it is 

important that the financial burden is shared 

as widely and fairly as possible.  Unless we 

increase our personal giving and increase the 

number of people taking part in our 

Stewardship scheme, the long-term future of 

St. John’s is unsustainable. 

Some might look at the figures and think, if 

everyone gave £4 a week extra, just the price 

of a cup of coffee, we would be financially 

secure.  But we do appreciate that personal 

circumstances vary and that the pandemic has 

and continues to make a financial impact for 

many.  Others are relatively secure with full-

time employment, or healthy pension/ 

investment incomes.  Most of us are 

somewhere in between.  All we ask is that 

everyone discusses, thinks and prays about 

their response to our Appeal.  We are all in 

this together. We invite newcomers to join us 

too as we shape the future of St. John’s and 

the contribution it makes, not only to our own 

lives but also the wider community.   

Please complete the Giving Response Leaflet 

which explains in more detail different ways to 

give.  We all have a gift to offer whether it be 

our time, energy, or financial contributions. 

If you have any questions, then please ask the 

Vicar, Fr. Michael, the Church Wardens, any 

PCC Member or email our Stewardship Officer. 

(stewardship@stjohnsoldmalden.org.uk). 

THANK YOU!   Be part of something 

special for our local community !  

St. John the Baptist  

  Old Malden  
 

Sharing God’s Love 
  

Every week St John’s meets for worship so that 

we can celebrate God’s goodness and 

generosity to us, and share it with others. In 

thanks for all we receive from God, we 

encourage everyone to give regularly as an 

expression of our individual and collective 

gratitude and to support our ministry and 

service to our community. 

 

Why give? 

St John’s is our Church family where we meet 

to worship together and support one another.  

And also because we believe in the future, and 

in the next generation as they grow in the faith 

we share.  



Our church, our vision  

To be a thriving community full of the light, 

love, and life of God; open to all.  

To be at the heart of and serving our 

community, and in our outreach, supporting 

Fircroft, KCAH, Kingston Foodbank, and 

Malden Manor Outreach Plan. 

To resume, expand and strengthen our 

worship activities with Children’s ministry, 

Mothers Union, the Toddler groups, and Little 

Fishes.  To launch Messy Church and a Youth 

Group for our young people. 

We all need to play our part in order to see 

our vision fulfilled - by giving money, time and 

skills to serve God and one another. We are so 

excited about the many ways in which God is 

working through us! 

So how does it work ? 

God does not have a bank account. So we give 

to the church community to which we belong. 

Giving on a regular basis by standing order is 

helpful, both to you and St John’s. That way, 

you do not need to remember to give week by 

week: and St John’s can be assured of a stable 

income. If you are a taxpayer, completing a 

Gift Aid form also means we can claim an 

additional 25% on your donation at no cost to 

you.  Gift aid, if you are able, makes a real 

difference! 

 

What does it cost to run St.John’s ? 

St John’s belongs to the Church of England, 

and is part of Southwark Diocese. Our 

congregation is responsible for the upkeep of 

our building, and for funding all our activities 

and outreach. It costs around £100,000 to run 

St. John’s each year; or around £2,000 EVERY 

week: 

 

Our income is less and typically comes from: 

 

In 2020, we were very thankful to receive 

about £12,000 in donations and legacies, but 

were still in deficit by about £1,000: in 2021 

we currently have a projected deficit of about 

£14,000. 

Our Vicar, Fr. Michael, is paid by the Church of 

England through our Parish Share pledge, but 

we are expected to make an annual 

contribution to the Diocese for the costs of 

providing ministry, as well as training and 

support across Southwark Diocese. It costs 

around £48,000 to have a full-time, paid Vicar 

each year, (Stipend £27,350 plus NI, pension 

contributions, and housing) with additional 

costs of about £25,000 for associated costs for 

training, support and chaplaincy work across 

the Diocese. The rest is to support poorer 

parishes in our Diocese.  St John’s Pledge to 

the Diocese this year is £72,000. It should be 

£84,000 and we are not paying our way. 

The stark fact is we are not even covering our 

day to day running costs, let alone our ongoing 

programme of routine maintenance and major 

repairs. Over the last 19 months we have had 

to draw from our finite Reserves to cover 

these running costs. Our general cash balance 

is low, and our Reserves are draining away.  

Important jobs such as damp and work on the 

Tower have been put on hold. 

St John’s gets NO state funding. The cost of St 

John’s is TOTALLY our RESPONSIBIILITY. 
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